Wegener's granulomatosis in the upper respiratory tract.
Wegener's granulomatosis is a distinct clinico-pathological entity characterised by necrotising vasculitis of small arteries and veins in conjunction with the formation of granuloma in the upper and lower respiratory tracts, and glomerulonephritis. The vast majority of patients have antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies in the serum with a characteristic cytoplasmic pattern. However, in early phases of the disease only the upper respiratory tract may be affected, clinical and histological features may be nonspecific, and antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies not present. In this paper we present four patients with involvement of the upper respiratory tract suspicious for early Wegener's granulomatosis. We emphasise the significance of clinical, histological and serological parameters in the early detection of Wegener's granulomatosis.